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 2009 Demonstration Project:  

Coghlan Castle  

The Coghlan Castle  

and its Canadian Cousins  

by Susan Quinnell  

Coghlan Castle photo credit: John Toso  

 

The Coghlan Castle (32RO10) is listed in 

the National Register of Historic Places for 

its contribution to our un-

derstanding of a regional 

stone masonry technique 

used by Manitoban masons 

during a limited  

period, 1871 - 1914.  

Ed Ledohowski, Heritage 

Designation Officer with the 

Manitoba Department of 

Culture, Heritage, Tourism 

and Sport worked many 

years documenting this granite work 

found predominantly in Southwest Mani-

toba. With additional research on the 

Coghlan Castle, outside St. John in 

northern Rolette County, this stonework 

is documented in North Dakota as well.  
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Our Mission 
 

Preservation North Dakota  

is a grassroots nonprofit  

organization that provides  

resources for local  

preservationists.  

Our mission is to encourage     

preservation of cultural  

resources, establish a network of 

individuals committed to  

preservation, assist in  

development of local  

preservation policies and  

promote historic preservation, 

cultural education, and tourism.  

Each year, Preservation North Dakota features a 

Demonstration Project. The Demonstration Project 

for 2009 is Coghlan Castle, and you will be reading 

and seeing much activity in the coming months as 

PND focuses its attention on restoration activities. 

We begin with this historical essay prepared by 

Susan Quinnell, Architectural Historian and Review 

and Compliance Coordinator for the North Dakota 

State Historic Preservation Office.  
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Preservation North Dakota Hires Coordinator  

 

 

PND Coordinator:  Bobbi Hepper Olson  
hepperolson@prairieplaces.org  

 
Development Director:  Jennifer Wilkie  

wilkie@prairieplaces.org  
 

Accountant:  Carl Kvanvig CPA  
 
 

Contact Preservation North Dakota:  
www.prairieplaces.org  

417 Main Avenue Suite 1  
Fargo, ND  

701.356.3001  
            

 
Editor:  Suzzanne Kelley  
kelley@kindredhouse.net  

701.799.3064  
 

 
Preservation North Dakota Board of Directors  

Officers:   

      President:  Suzzanne Kelley, West Fargo  

           Vice President:  Janinne Paulson, Stanley  

     Treasurer:   Rebecca Leonard, Rolla  

      Secretary:  Susan Quinnell, Bismarck  

                      Board Members:       

Lauren Donovan, Bismarck    

Annie Erling, Fargo    

Alfred Jason Lindell, Park River     

Marilu Person, Hillsboro     

Jeanette Robb - Ruenz, Ellendale  

Melanie Thornberg, Walhalla  

Ex- Officio:  

Mary Humstone, Ft. Collins, CO  

James Lindberg, Denver, CO  

Merlan E. Paaverud Jr., Bismarck  

Advisory Council:  

Kevin Carvell, Fargo***Rep. Mary Ekstrom, South Fargo  

Deborah Olson Frederickson, Fargo      

Donald S. Haugen, Fargo  

Tom Isern, West Fargo***Steve Martens, Fargo  

Preservation North Da-

kota, the stateõs only non-

profit organization in sup-

port of historic preserva-

tion, has hired Bobbi Hep-

per Olson to serve as PND 

Coordinator. Hepper Ol-

son, founder of Hepper 

Olson Architects Ltd., 

signed a one year -

contract and will have a 

variety of duties, including 

administering PNDõs grants 

and managing demonstra-

tion projects. She will oversee the contin-

ued restoration of the Hutmacher Farm in 

Dunn County and will begin the restoration 

of Coghlanõs Castle near St. John in Rolette 

County.  

 

Prairie Places , the membership newsletter of  

Preservation North Dakota, is published quarterly.  

Preservation North Dakota is a statewide, non - profit,  

IRS certified 501c(3) organization.  

Bobbi holds Bachelor degrees in Architec-

ture and Environmental Design from North 

Dakota State University. After several years 

working as an intern architect and then with 

a partner, she formed her own architectural 

firm in Grand Forks. Bobbi became an ad-

vocate for historic preservation after the 

1997 flood. She worked with the City of 

Grand Forks, Grand Forks Historic Commis-

sion, and the State Historical Society of 

North Dakota to repair 6 of 10 damaged 

downtown storefronts, restoring the his-

toric features of the buildings. In 2005, 

Bobbi formed òBuxton in Bloom,ó a non-

profit organization and PND local affiliate, 

to refurbish the townõs 1890s stone bank 

building. She lives in Buxton, ND with her 

husband Kyle and two sons, Jase and Koy.   

 

 

Bobbi Hepper Olson  

PND Coordinator  
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Bobbi joins Preservation North Dakota in 

the absence of former Executive Director 

Dale R. Bentley, who is struggling with 

Sarcoidosis, a rare condition that attacks 

the bodyõs organs. Dale is on the waiting 

list for a liver and kidney transplant.  

 

Dale became involved with Preservation 

North Dakota in 1999 and was hired as the 

organizationõs first Executive Director in 

2001. As Executive Director, Dale spear-

headed a number of projects, including the 

Prairie Churches of North Dakota, an offi-

cial project of Save Americaõs Treasures. 

The Prairie Churches project has received a 

great deal of national attention, most re-

cently in October 

when First Lady 

Laura Bush visited 

the Historic Sims 

Church near Al-

mont, ND. Dale has 

a lso  managed 

PNDõs demonstra-

tion site ñthe Hut-

macher Farm in 

Dunn County ñfor 

the past few sum-

mers. This site has 

drawn researchers 

from across the 

globe to study the 

vernacular building 

techniques of Ger-

man Russian immi-

grants.  

 

òAll of us at PND are committed to pre-

serving North Dakotaõs prairie places. 

Thanks to Daleõs leadership and passion 

for preservation, PND is a thriving organi-

zation, doing good work across the state 

of North Dakota,ó said Jennifer Wilkie, 

PNDõs Development Director. òOur 

thoughts continue to be with Dale, his 

family and friends during this difficult 

time.ó  

 

According to Suzzanne Kelley, PND presi-

dent, òDaleõs collaboration with volunteers, 

board members, and state and national 

granting entities has carried the organiza-

tion into its twentieth year of preservation 

activities. His enthusiasm and vision will 

continue to inspire Preservation North   

Dakota.ó  

 

 

Daleõs family and friends have created a 

benefit fund to assist him with his medical 

costs. To inquire about the fund and how 

to donate, please contact Laurie Johnson at 

218.849.9723 or trevorj@arvig.net  

(standing left to right) First Lady Laura Bush, Dale R. Bentley,  

and North Dakota First Lady Mikey Hoeven, Sims Church, October 2008  

White House photo  
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Preservation North Dakotaõs suc-

cessful Local Affiliate Program 

began nearly ten years ago. More 

than 40 Affiliates in 20 North 

Dakota counties formed or are 

working today to preserve prairie 

places. Most Affiliates formed 

because of an urgency for 

òsomebody to do somethingó to 

save a beloved landmark from demolition 

or decay. Their focus may be a church, 

house, school, main street commercial 

building, or hall that is an important part 

of their communityõs heritage. Affiliates in 

larger cities, Fargo - Moorhead, Minot and 

Grand Forks join in support of more gen-

eral heritage preservation 

goals.  

 

The Local Affiliate Program 

was inspired by a group of 

volunteers who requested 

PNDõs help to plan a pres-

ervation project in their 

rural community. PND researched the pro-

cedure for the group to form their own 

North Dakota nonprofit organization, a 

vital first step. PNDõs procedure was dupli-

cated for other small preservation groups 

across the state and became the basis for 

the Local Affiliate Program.  

 

PNDõs program provides step- by- step  

direction to obtain the nonprofit creden-

tials to fundraise, provide donor tax bene-

fits, own property, and limit individual  

liability. The financial investment is mini-

mal for an Affiliate to become òofficialó and 

then they can concentrate on their preser-

vation goal. PND staff, board members, 

advisors and other Affiliate members are 

available for architectural, construction, 

fundraising, and grant - writing advice as 

these new projects get underway. While 

PND provides no direct funding, the Prairie 

Places Grassroots Grant Program was initi-

ated in 2007. The grant makes modest 

funds available to a PND Local Affiliate 

through a competitive grant process.  

 

The adjacent North Dakota map has 

shaded counties where Local Affiliates 

have formed. The index details the current 

Affiliate names, locations and project  

focus.  

 

A few counties have several Affiliates -  

preservation is contagious! 

And Affiliates often take a òPay 

it Forwardó attitude when 

neighbors inquire. A priceless 

network of helpful and hard -

working preservationists be-

comes accessible to the Local 

Affiliate volunteers!  

 

This rapid growth of the Local Affiliate 

Program signals that preserving North  

Dakotaõs rich heritage has become a prior-

ity for many. To join us in preserving prai-

rie places, you may contact Preservation 

North Dakota at 701.356.3001 or find 

m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a t 

www.prairieplaces.org . 

 

Please check out upcoming issues of the 

PND newsletters, and this òPreservation in 

Actionó page, where you will learn more 

about the progress of the Affiliatesõ pro-

jects!  

 

 

Preservation in Action   

òPreservation North 

Dakotaõs successful Local 

Affiliate Program began 

nearly ten years ago.ó  

Marilu Person  

PND Affiliate Coordinator  

by Marilu Person  

http://www.prairieplaces.org/
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Barnes 

Bridges Arts Council, Valley City: city  
     auditorium  
Green School Community Center: rural school  
Historic Alderman School Association: rural  
     school  
Kathryn Heritage Alliance, Kathryn: main street  
     commercial  
Presidentõs House Preservation Society, Inc:  
     VCSU campus -  house  

Cass 

Fargo- Moorhead Heritage Society, Fargo:  
      general preservation  

Cavalier  

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Heritage Society: rural  
     church  
Our Ladyõs Preservation Society, Olga: church 
Sarles School Preservation Association, Sarles:  
     school  

Foster  

McHenry Heritage Society, Inc., McHenry:  
     church  

Grand Forks  

Grand Forks Friends of Preservation -  Grand Forks -  
general preservation  

McHenry  

Granville Preservation, Granville: fire hall  
Rosenfeld Church Preservation Society: rural Drake: 
church in Sheridan County  

McIntosh  

Wishek Heritage Society, Wishek: city hall  

Morton  

Revitalize and Preserve Mandan, Mandan:  
     library  

Mountrail  

Plaza Community Museum: church  
Sibyl Center for Life Enrichment, Stanley:  
     church  

 

 

Nelson  

Friends and Family for Center, rural McVille:  
    church  

Pembina  

St. Josephõs Preservation Society, rural Walhalla: 
     church  

Rolette  

Coghlan/Carey House, St. John: house  
Revitalize Rolla, Rolla: main street commercial  
Save Coghlan Castle, Inc.: rural house (castle!)  

Traill  

Buxton in Bloom, Buxton: main street commercial  
Hillsboro Community Partnership, Hillsboro: main  
     street commercial  
Hillsboro Preservation Foundation, Hillsboro: main  
     street commercial  
Mayville Campus Preservation Society, MSU campus:  
    hall  

Walsh 

Bechyne Heritage Hall, rural Lankin: heritage hall  
Preservation Lomice: rural church  

Ward 

Creative Restoration Company, Minot: main street  
     commercial  
Ward County Historical Society, Minot: general  
     preservation  

Wells 

Historic Vang Parsonage, Inc., Manfred: house  
Johnson- Ostrem Preservation Fund, Manfred: house  
Manfred History and Preservation, Inc., Manfred:  
     house/general preservation  
Melby Heritage Society, Manfred: house and  
     commercial buildings  
Preservation Sykeston, Sykeston: school  

Rural Vestige Alliance, Manfred: house and school  
Wells County Friends of the Arts, Fessenden: city  
     auditorium  

Index of PND Local Affiliates by County  


